As an amateur range man I should not attempt to discuss the technical working tools of the profession. I would soon be out of my depth. On the other hand I should not write as an established collector of the literature of the range. A collector has been defined as one who tries to accumulate all that has been written on a subject-the worthy and the unworthy. Certainly it would be out of place to urge that you buy the unworthy and become an all out collector of range books. The late Charlie Everitt, b e 1 o v e d Americana dealer of New York City, tells this tale in his delightful book, THE ADVENTURES OF A TREASURE HUNTER (Boston, 1951) . A man walked into his shop one day and said, "I'll buy any damn thing that mentions a cowboy." Note the mark of the collector, "any damn thing." Some minutes later Charlie ran a total on his adding machine. The stranger tore off a piece of Charlie's wrapping paper and wrote a check for $1,243. The check was signed, Philip Ashton Rollins.
Rollins wrote THE COWBOY (New York, 1922) , one of the classics on the cowboy, his equipment and his work. He revised and enlarged it in 1936 and that is the best edition. Rollins was one of the great collectors of range life books and the collection is still intact in the Princeton University Library. My recommendations are restricted to the more recent books and pamphlets on the men and events of the range. They are also selective, mentioning mainly the worthy books that will help build a library rather than a collection. There are two primary reasons for sticking to the m o r e recent books-cost and availability. While it does not hold for all kinds of books, most of the older range life books are both expensive and hard to find.
Balance Needed
There should be balance in a range man's 1 i br ary.
There should be books about the range country; biographies and autobiographies of cowboys and cowmen; histories of their associations; accounts of the trails and trail drivers; ranch histories; studies of the range wars; books about cows, sheep and range horses; and the literature of the range including the novels, ballads, and art. These are the books that a range man should read and reread for pleasure and for an understanding and essential background of his profession.
It is perhaps happenstance that I am in a position to discuss recent range books. I am a collector of range books but also It was issued first as a paper-back at 35 cents and then in hard covers, with numerous fine illustrations, at 6 dollars-a bargain either way.
. (Chicago, 1885) . The first printing is exceedingly rare, but it has been reprinted many times. Siring0 claimed that a million copies of it were sold in his lifetime. This seems to be an exaggeration but it was justifiably popular-a rollicking account. Fortunately, it is again in print with an entertaining and informative introduction by J. Frank Dobie, illustrations by Tom Lea, typography by Carl Hertzog, and the Sloane imprint (New York, 1950) . Rated just below the Siringo, and not much at that, is Ike Blasingame's' DAKOTA COW-BOY (New York, 1958) . Ike was a Matador cowboy and bronc peeler and this is a tremendously entertaining book that is also down to earth on all cow country happenings. Fred Gipson's COWHAND (New York, 1953 ) is matter-of-fact on the day-to-day jobs of a working cowboy. Richmond P. Hobson, Jr. has written two very entertaining books about the discovery and development of the last great cattle frontier on this continent-GRASS BEYOND THE MOUNTAINS (Philadelphia, New York, 1953) and NOTHING TOO GOOD FOR A COWBOY (Philadelphia, New York, 1955 
The Trail Driving Era

Range Wars
The range wars, the big owner versus small owners or nesters and cattle versus sheep, were of ten bloody. The moves and counter-moves by the participants make interesting reading. The Johnson County Wyoming affair is perhaps the most widely publicized of all range wars. A. S. Mercer's THE BANDITTI OF THE PLAINS (Cheyenne, 1894) was the first of several books on it and is now exceedingly rare. It has been reprinted several times. THE LONGEST ROPE (Caldwell, 1940) to study the whole of nature than any other manner of making a living he has yet discovered.
He may be a worthy successor to Archie Gilf illan.
Literature Diverse
The literature of the range is certainly diverse. It encompasses the ballads and other verse, the legends and tall tales, the novels and short stories, the writings of certain range men, cartoons and art, and the heraldry of the range. I am also including here two additional books by Ramon F. Adams, COWBOY LINGO (Boston, 1936) and WESTERN WORDS (Norman, 1944) . Both were labors of love in which Ramon strives to preserve for posterity, in dictionary form, the idiom of early range days. With the possible exception of the Negro spirituals, cowboy songs and ballads are believed to be the major contribution of this country to folk songs. John A. Lomax spent thirty years collecting and preparing such ballads for publication.
Any of the books of cowboy songs he has compiled and his ADVENTURES OF A BALLAD HUNTER (New York, 1947) (Dallas, 1934) is no longer easy to find but worth seeking. Dr. James Cloyd Bowman's PECOS BILL (Chicago, 1937) is the best of several books on this legendary cowboy.
Carbons and Photographs
The late J. R. Williams' COW-BOYS OUT OUR WAY (New York, 1951 Frank Dobie-the Freeman one by Ramon Adams. The price of each is $100. This is the first reprint of each of these exceedingly rare books. A good copy of the first of either brings $500.
If you have the time, the patience, and the money, by all means get the first edition of all the books mentioned. The firsts will give you a feeling of pride of ownership as long as you live and will constitute a substantial addition to your estate. But, first editions are not mandatory in a range man's library. The reprints provide the same or an improved text at much less cost and can be had now. There is no valid reason for a range man to be without a library to supplement his working tools and to enrich his understanding of his calling.
